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DANIEL’S PRAYER – SB.07.10.2022 

Receiving the Message and Relating to the Study 
 What insights, principles, or observations stood out to you from this week’s message?  Discuss with your group. 

Daniel 9 records a prayer from the prophet Daniel interceding on behalf of the people. From Daniel’s perspective, the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. was a significant spiritual event with lasting implications for God’s people. One 
important aspect of Jeremiah’s prophecy for Daniel (see Jer. 25:11-12 and Daniel 9:2), was the need for God’s people to 
repent of their sins which led to Jerusalem’s destruction and to the Babylonian exile. Thus, all that God revealed to 
Daniel about the end of days was in the context of the need for repentance from sin on the part of God’s people. This 
motivated Daniel’s prayer. Most of us would say that we desire to hear from God. We may even desire a dramatic 
burning-bush-type encounter (see Ex. 3). And though we might strive to be faithful and committed in prayer, it is 
usually in moments of desperation—in trying circumstances or great pain—that we hastily demand to hear from God. 
Yet, how often do we seek Him in constant prayer? How often do we lay our sin before Him? How often do we seek 
repentance over a response? What we see throughout God’s Word is that He desires to commune with His children—to 
hear from us, to speak with us. Let’s get into our study… 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

1. What struck you most or spoke to you from this last weekend’s sermon?   
 

2. Can you think of a time when you were utterly compelled to pray? What prompted you to do so? 
 

3. Can you also think of a time when God clearly answered or responded to your prayer? 
 
 
 

Digging Deeper in God’s Word: Life Lessons 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ Daniel 9:1-2 
1. What was the significance of the time and setting of Daniel’s writing? 

 
2. What prompted Daniel’s prayer of confession and supplication? 

 
As was common practice, Daniel oriented the time of his recorded prayer by way of the current ruler and the year of his 
reign. He was writing during the first year of Darius the Mede’s rule. This would have been when Babylon—where the 
Israelites were in exile—fell to Persian rule, about ten years after Daniel’s vision in chapter 8. It is clear from the text that 
Daniel was prompted to pray because he had been reading from the prophet Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 25:11-12). He took 
the prophet Jeremiah’s words as “the word of the Lord.” Accordingly, he knew that the seventy years of captivity before 
the desolation would soon be coming to a close. This led Daniel to go to the Lord on behalf of the exiled Israelites. 

 
HAVE A VOLUNTEER DANIEL 9:3-14 

1. How did Daniel structure his prayer? 
 

2. What aspects of God’s character did Daniel appeal to in his prayer? 
 

3. In what ways did Daniel contrast God’s character and actions with Israel’s character and actions? 
 

In response to the truth of the Scriptures, Daniel sought the Lord in prayer. With a penitent heart on behalf of his people, 
he begged God for mercy. He had lived in captivity alongside his fellow Israelites, and he, too, wanted God to relent and 
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restore His people. Daniel began praying based on the foundation of God’s character—declaring His greatness and His 
covenant loyalty (see Nehemiah 1:5). Ultimately, Daniel knew that Israel’s only hope was that God would be true to 
Himself in covenant faithfulness to His people. We see here a model for prayer that would be taken up by many, including 
Christ Himself (Luke 11:2-4) as He taught His disciples. Daniel began with praise, followed by confession and supplication. 
Daniel did not hold back in his confession, articulating the breadth of their communal sin. He used four different Hebrew 
words to articulate the many ways in which they had sinned against God. Daniel was very aware that Israel had done more 
than just miss the mark. Israel had openly rebelled against God, and their wickedness rendered them guilty. God had 
spoken repeatedly, yet Israel had failed to listen. God had explicitly outlined for His people the consequences of their 
disobedience, and that their only hope would be found in His mercy and forgiveness. 
 
READ DANIEL 9:15-19 
 

1. On the basis of what specific past actions did Daniel appeal to God? 
 

2. What petitions did Daniel make on behalf of Israel? 
 
 
Having proclaimed the truth of God’s character and confessed the depth of Israel’s failings, Daniel made his supplication 
to God for mercy. He began with one of the most distinct markers in Israel’s history: God’s great deliverance out of 
Egyptian enslavement. Daniel appealed to God’s nature as the One who rescues and saves. With increasing boldness, 
Daniel prayed in faith knowing that his prayers would not fall on deaf ears. Five times in these verses, Daniel reminded 
God that it was for His sake or His name’s sake that he was pleading—Daniel sought God’s glory above all else. Daniel 
pleaded that God would avert His wrath and that His favor would be restored to Israel and be shown upon the sanctuary 
in Jerusalem. He entreated God to hear, forgive, pay attention, and act—and to do so without delay. We see here in 
Daniel’s fervency a model not just of prayer, but also of utter trust that God would make good on His promises. 
 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ DANIEL 9:20-27 

1. What do we observe about God’s interaction with people through prayer? 
 

2. According to the vision, what was the purpose of the seventy weeks? 

 

When the words had barely departed from Daniel’s lips, God responded to Daniel’s repentant and desperate prayer. 
Gabriel once again (see Daniel 8:16) visited Daniel with a divine message. Though Daniel was indeed greatly loved, 
there was much he still did not understand in his own power. God’s message for Daniel, through Gabriel, was going 
to require great consideration and insight to understand. Trusting the instruction of Leviticus 25:8, we can 
presumably understand seventy weeks to be 490 years. According to the vision, the purpose of the seventy weeks 
was comprised of six things: to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. 

Though there have been different interpretations argued about the vision, one thing remains: God knew the 
appropriate time for the events to be carried out, and He alone had the ability to bring Daniel’s vision to reality. In 
this, believers can take great comfort. Though Israel’s days would certainly be marked with more trouble, ultimate 
hope of restoration remained in God’s hands alone. 

Applying God’s Word 
What did you learn from this study and how does this personally speak to you? Discuss with your group. 

 
1. How does Daniel’s prayer inform your own view of sin and your own view of God? 

 
2. How does Daniel’s prayer challenge your practice of prayer in your daily life? Where else in Scripture do 

we see prayer modeled in this way? 

3. Regardless of the meaning of each detail of Daniel’s vision, what ultimate hope do we have as believers? 
How does the gospel speak into Daniel’s vision? 
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4. How can you apply these truths that God has spoken to you heart this week? Who can you share this 
story with this week? 

 

PRAYER - Follow Daniel’s pattern of prayer as you spend time in prayer. Begin by praising God for who He is—declaring 
the truth of His character and His nature. Remember the ways that God has been true to Himself in the past. Then confess 
your own sin—the ways you have fallen short of His glory and disobeyed His instruction. Confess not only your individual 
sin, but also the ways that your surrounding community has acted contrary to the gospel. Then bring your requests before 
Him. In light of who He is and despite how you have strayed, tell Him what you need, that only Jesus can provide. 
 

“And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, "O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His 
covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments” {Daniel 9:4} 

 


