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Elements for Effective Prayer 

  

I hope you had a great summer in the Lord. During the last few months I have been experiment ing 
with an email based class on the subj ect of Hearing God. As we studied the bible on this crit ical 
subject we used a supplemental text of the same title. Almost sixty people signed up for the class and 
many stuck with it through the summer and have either completed the course or are well on their 
way to doing so. I was encouraged that overall the concept was successful. People could work at their 
own pace, at a convenient t ime for them and without the need for f it t ing in one more meet ing into 
their busy schedules. The class obviously was about hearing God and the book Hearing God, by Dallas 
Willard, gave all of us a st rong foundat ional understanding of why and how God speaks to us. The 
book was not an easy read but I recommend it to everyone who t ruly wants to bet ter understand 
God s communicat ive process. Be warned, that with hearing comes the opportunity as well as the responsibilit y to obey. 
This forces me to disclose that I did have a hidden agenda for all of us, concerning the Hearing God class. It is vital that 
not only do we want to have faith in the fact that we can hear God speak, we also have to possess the faith to obey Him 
when He does. The class realized that God loves to chat with His children but they also came to see that He has serious 
assignments for us as well, as we partner with Him in bringing in the kingdom. One of the most important God-given tasks 
of those who hear God speak is to intercede for others. As priests and kings it is our duty to serve others and there is no 
better or more blessed way to do that than through intercessory prayer.    

Over the years I have surveyed and collected stat ist ical data concerning Maranatha Chapel s prayer needs and consis-
tently the two most requested types of prayer are for healing and for salvation, in that order. We know that God wills 
that all be saved (2 Peter 3:9). With that said, it is sad to realize that regardless of God s wishes, some choose to perish 
rather than to receive forgiveness and new life through faith in Jesus. We also know by both the word of God and by ex-
perience, that prayer for the lost makes all the difference. To contrast this fact, it is also evident that the effectiveness 
of prayer for those in need of physical healing is not as clearly taught, understood or experienced throughout the church. 
In spite of a lack in general of specific teaching on the ministry of healing, I believe the bible is clear on the subject. God 
our Father does not want anyone to be sick needlessly and if some affliction is necessary for correction or sanctification, 
our loving Father doesn t want that period of adj ustment to last a second longer than necessary. I had a great father; to 
me he was as perfect a model of our Heavenly Father that this world could have come up with. He would have died for me 
and if he had to punish me, as he often did, it really did hurt him more than it did me. In my case, once the necessary 
correction was administered and humbly received, all was forgiven and restored. The same is true with God. In fact, the 
bible tells us that our best earthly fathers are no comparison to God the Father. Luke 11:11-13 says: "If a son asks for 
bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of 
a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more wil l your heavenly Father give t he Holy Spir it t o t hose who ask Him!  My Heavenly Father 
loves me and he wants to see me filled with his Spirit and healed in my body. Be aware that there is a difference between 
suffering in His name and just plain old sickness. As a Christian the first is to be expected and the second is to be deliv-
ered from. We need to honestly distinguish suffering from sickness and treat each one appropriately as the bible teaches.   

You may have wondered what the t it le of this art icle is all about , H20, Elements of Effect ive Prayer . It stands for Hear-
ing, Healing and Obedience. If we are willing to hear what God has to say about healing we must be obedient to follow His 
instructions concerning it and believe He is generally in favor of the idea. With that in mind I would like to invite you to 
read a series of very brief devotions on the subject of divine healing. Andrew Murray, a well respected pastor and author, 
wrote much on the subject at the turn of the century and his small book, Divine Healing is available free to all on the 
internet . We know that faith comes by hearing so it stands to reason that if the church overall seldom hears about God s 
true intentions concerning healing, she will have a hard time praying in faith and in one accord for God to heal others or 
ourselves. (continued on page 3) 

Fall 2005  

 In This Issue  
H2O of Prayer    1,3 
 Opportunities   2                    
 Prayer Calendar   2 
 Wed. Prayer  4 
 Praise Reports   4 

 
Maranatha Chapel s Prayer Ministry, 10752 Coastwood Rd, San Diego CA 92127, email: prayerwatch@maranathachapel.org 

By Greg Dunn, Maranatha Chapel Prayer Coordinator  



2 

For Prayer

   
Contact: Greg Dunn  
(858) 613-7800 ext 110 

Emergency Prayer Chain

  

Contact: Greg Dunn  
(858) 613-7800 ext 110 

Sunday Morning Prayer

 

        Contact: Bill 
        (760) 591-7525 
        9:15 9:55 am  Prayer Chapel 

Prayer Chapel

 

(After Services)   

Contact: Greg Dunn  
(858) 613-7800 

Moms in Touch

  

Call for a location near you  
(858) 486-4065 

Women s Wednesday Prayer

 

        1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
           8:00 AM in the Prayer Chapel 
        (In Recess until 9/7/05) 

Weekly Prayer Walk

 

         Contact: Christy 
         (858) 505-2566 
         Every Wed. 5:00 5:45 pm 
          Meet at Gazebo 

Wed. Pre-Service Prayer

  

Contact: Ricky  
(619) 595-0718  
 Wed.  6:15 6:50 pm, F-107 

College and Career

  

Contact: Glenn Hirashiki  
 (858) 613-7800  
 Thursday 7:00 pm  
 Fellowship Hall 

Men @ Prayer

  

Contact: Elmer Getz  
(858) 675-0500  
Sat. 7:30 8:30 am, F-107 

Prayer for Revival

  

Contact: Candace 
    (858) 565-0314  

Every Saturday,   
call for location         

Prayer 
Opportunities 

Prayer Event 
Calendar 

Sign-ups Begin Again  
365 Days of Prayer 

Sign-up to pray and fast for  
Maranatha s  Pastors, Staff and 

Congregation. Prayer starts October 2005-September 2006 
Sign-up for your day at the prayer table in the foyer.  

See You At the Pole 
September 21, 2005 
www.syatp.org

 

See You at the Pole is a student-led, student-initiated movement of prayer 
that revolves around students praying together on the third Wednesday of 
September, usually before school and usually at t he school s f lagpole. It in-
volves students in elementary schools, middle/junior high schools, high 
schools, and colleges/ universities all over the world. Adults often pray in 
support of the students on campus by gathering nearby, at their places of 
work or worship, or at city halls. 

Day of Prayer  
for the Peace of Jerusalem 
October 2, 2005 
www.daytopray.com

 

The Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem is held on the first Sunday 
of every October with a call for sustained, fervent, informed and global in-
tercession for the plans and purposes of God for Jerusalem and all her peo-
ple.   

The International Day of Prayer  
for the Persecuted Church 
November 13, 2005 
www.persecutedchurch.org

 

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP) is a global 
day of intercession for persecuted Christians worldwide. Its primary focus is 
the work of intercessory prayer and citizen action on behalf of persecuted 
communities of the Christian faith. 

http://www.syatp.org
http://www.daytopray.com
http://www.persecutedchurch.org



