
  

above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked one. Ephesians 6:16  

 Once again we are asking for a year of fasting and prayer for the pastors, staff, and congregation of 
Maranatha Chapel and for Israel. We are praying for God to shield all of us f rom all the f iery darts of 
the wicked one. There is no doubt the Devil hates us and has a horrible plan for our lives but we know 
it is also t rue that God loves us and protects us f rom the Devil s evil intent ions; I am very glad of that 
fact . I am also glad that it is God s shield that is protect ing us. In fact all of the armor that we are ad-
vised to put on in Ephesians chapter six is from the Father, it s not our armor it s His, it s not our shield 
it s His. That comforts me because if it was my armor and my shield it would not stand against the en-
emy. Any armor that I could build would be constructed from the materials I had on hand and assembled 
with whatever skills I have acquired in this life. That s a scary thought ! Two pound coffee cans, lef t over 
air conditioning parts, all held together with pop rivets and duct tape with a garbage can lid for a 
shield. A well placed BB could take me down; just imagine what a demonically aimed fiery dart could do! No, we must put on all 
of God s armor to survive Satan s at tacks; leave the home made armor at home.   

It s interest ing to note that we are inst ructed to wear on our persons all the other elements of our defensive armor. We are to 
put on the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Righteousness, the Gospel of Peace Sandals and the Helmet of Salvation. But when 
we come to the Shield of Faith we realize that it must be held up in front of us and in the proper position for it to be effective. 
If our shield is leaning up in the corner or if we are sit t ing or standing on our shield at the t ime of at tack it won t do us much 
good when the fiery darts start to fly at us; we have to hold it up and face our enemy for the Shield of Faith to guard us.   

The Greek word t ranslated shield in our Bibles is thureos (thoo-reh-os); it comes from a root word that means door. This is a 
big shield, big as a door! The Romans used it to provide complete coverage from attack both from above and in front of them. 
The soldiers of that day would march forward side by side with the edges of their large shields up against the shields of the soldi-
diers on either side of them. This strategy made the advancing ranks of warriors a solid moving wall with no gaps for the enemy 
to strike through. This is why it is so important that we pray, worship, study the Word and fellowship together, so that when the 
enemy at tacks (and he will) we can come together with our shields of faith and not only protect ourselves but overrun the devil s 
position.   

You might be saying to your self right now that , t his all sounds very good but it is my experience that as a Christ ian I have felt 
suffering and pain, the devil has wounded me.  You re right , even the dil igent ly armored and faith shielded Christ ian gets 
zapped from time to time. Why is that? The scriptures state that the shield of faith will stop ALL the fiery darts of the evil one. 
We believe the promises the Bible makes to us, so what is going on? The answer is transformation. I would like to quote from the 
book, Overcoming the Adversary by Mark Bubeck on this subject.   

As Satan s f iery darts penet rate the shield of faith 

 

if in God s sovereignty He al lows them to do so  they cease to be Satan s 
f laming missiles. Rather, they become the ref ining and purifying messengers of God s love. Fire can dest roy or it can refine I 
recall as a youth melt ing down lead to be poured into various shapes and molds. I loved to get the torch so hot that the molten 
metal seemed transparent. The hotter it got, the more latent impurities would rise to the top and have to be skimmed off, al-
ways leaving the metal purer than it was before. 
That il lust rates what God is doing as He lets some of Satan s f iery darts pass through His shield. Under His sovereign eye God 
never lets Satan s work go any further than He intends. James 1:2-4 says, Consider it pure j oy, my brothers, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. First Peter 1:6-7 states, In this you great ly rej oice, though now 
for a lit t le while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of t rials. These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed.
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For Prayer   
Contact:   Greg Dunn   
 (858) 613-7800 ext 110 

Emergency Prayer Chain  
Church Office, Kristin   

(858) 613-7800  

Sunday M orning Prayer 
           Contact: Bill 

              (760) 591-7525 
              9:15 9:55 am  Prayer Chapel 

Prayer Chapel (After Services)   

Contact:   Greg Dunn  

 (858) 613-7800 

Moms in Touch  
Call for a location near you  

 (858) 486-4065 

Weekly Prayer Walk 
             Contact: Christy  
              (858) 505-2566 

              Every Wednesday  5:005:45 pm 
              Meet at 5:00 pm  at Gazebo 

Wed. Pre-Service Prayer  
Contact:   Ricky  
(619) 595-0718  

 Wednesday  6:156:55 pm, S-110 

College and Career  
Contact: Glenn Hirashiki  
 (858) 613-7800  

 Thursday 7:00 pm  
 Fellowship Hall 

Wives in Prayer  
Contact: Tammy  
 (858) 385-0432   

Friday A.M. 

Men @ Prayer  
Contact:  Elmer Getz  
 (858) 675-0500  

 Saturday 7:30 8:30 am, S-110. 

Prayer for Revival  
Contact: Candace 

    (858) 565-0314  

Every Saturday, call for location     

Starting Sept 14, 2004 
Women s Bible Study wit h Fern Nichols 

Igniting a passion to Pray 
Tuesdays, 9:15 11:30 am or 7:00 9:00 pm   

November 7, 2004 

International Day of Prayer  
for the Persecuted Church 

www.persecutedchurch.org  


